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The Migration-Develoment Regime
How Class Shapes Indian Emigration

A sweeping history of how India has used 
its poor and elite emigrants to further Indian 
development and how Indian emigrants 
have reacted, resisted, and re-shaped India’s 
development in response.
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FEATURES
•	 Offers a novel framework with which to analyze 

international migration, namely the “Migration 
Development Regime” or MDR

• 	 Provides a sociological analysis that compares sending 
states’ use of both poor and elite emigrants

• 	 Compiles and draws on extremely unique unpublished 
data, including over 200 interviews, the first data base of 
over 600 Indian-American transnational organizations, 
and archives of Indian government documents from 
1920-present

REVIEWS
“This beautifully written, lucidly argued book is distinguished 
by two unusual analytic moves. Agarwala is among the few 
scholars to explore the historical dynamics of migration 
from the perspective of a sending state rather than that of 
destination countries. In addition, she relentlessly excavates 
class differences, comparing the trajectories of elite and 
poor Indian emigrants and the contrasting policies shaping 
their divergent experiences. A provocative and essential 
contribution.”
Ruth Milkman, CUNY Graduate Center, and author of 
Immigrant Labor and the New Precariat

“Master ethnographer Rina Agarwala has done it again. The 
Migration-Development Regime tells, as only Agarwala can do, 
the much-needed but woefully overlooked story of how class 
matters in the complex relations between a migrant-sending 
country and its emigrants.”
Chris Tilly, Professor of Urban Planning, UCLA
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